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Concepts of the “Zhejiang School” and Its Genealogy

Author: QIAN Ming
Translator: Hiroko KUME

Abstract

This is a translation of the draft which Professor Qian Ming read at the symposium “Rethinking the History
of the Thought of East Zhejiang” held at Kyoto Sangyo University on December 9, 2006. In the first chapter, it
classifies various concepts of the “Zhejiang School” which have been used since the Song dynasty, and clarifies
the change with the times. Especially it appreciates Liu Linchang’s definition of the “Zhejiang School”, and
confirms the varieties among the definitions by comparing it with some definitions. In the second chapter, it
traces the descent and analyzes the academic characteristics of the “Zhejiang School”, focusing on the academic
trends in the Ming dynasty. It shows that the Yangming School, as the mainstream of the “Zhejiang School”, was
the fruit of the highly advanced culture of East Zhejiang, and that East and West Zhejiang generated different
currents from each other after the emergence of the Yangming School.

Keywords : Zhejiang School, East Zhejiang, Historical Studies, Learning of the Heart-and-Mind, Yangming
School



