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Ankou Majikina and the Development
of Okinawa Historical Study

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

Ankou Majikina (1875-1933) is the representative researcher of the Okinawa history in modern Okinawa. He
wrote many studies, and “the complete works” over all Vol. 4 are published. The masterpiece in his writings is
“Okinawa 1,000 years history”. This book contributed to the formation of the Okinawa historical study. However,
the characteristic of his results of research is not clarified. This article follows his career and thinks about the
process when his history was formed.

Majikina was interested in the history since a junior high school. He criticized Okinawa about the problem of
the commonage. He was interested in the history of administration of forestry and the agricultural administration
through this problem. He was engaged in prefectural history editing, and wrote two books; “Okinawa contempo-
rary history” and “Okinawa 1,000 years history”. The former was the pioneer study achievements that handled
Okinawa modern history. The latter became a reference book or the encyclopedia when we studied the Okinawa
history, but it is said that this book wrote a historical fact, not the essay on history.

However, Majikina had historical view. The characteristic of his historical study had five points. (1) deep inter-
est in dialect of Ryukyu, (2) multifaceted viewpoint, (3) use of precious historical materials, (4) quotation of the
family tree, (5)hearing investigation from aged persons. From these points, we understand his historical view. He
leaves from a current critical mind and elucidates the history of Okinawa in a general viewpoint. He made much
of the main constituent and native district of the history.

When Kanjun Higaonna (1882-1963) studied the Okinawa history, he had it assuming a history theory. In
contrast Majikina did not have an opportunity to learn a history theory. Majikina formed Okinawa historical study
by dealing with historical materials closely.

Keywords: Ankou Majikina, Okinawa historical study, Historical view, “Okinawa 1,000 years history”,
Kanjun Higaonna
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