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To be Safe or Not to be Safe?

—What Japanese Newspapers Reported on the Biological Effects of Radioactivity on
Human Beings after the Severe Accident at the TEPCO Nuclear Power Plant—

Fumio ARAI

Abstract

The severe accident which took place at the TEPCO “Fukushima Daiichi” nuclear power plant, after the disas-
trous earthquake on the 11th of March gave rise to serious radioactive contamination of the environment. The
biological effects of radioactivity on human beings became one of the keenest concerns of the population. Exam-
ining the articles published in four of the major national newspapers on the subject, we try to show how the me-
dia controlled and regulated the crucial information.

Keywords: nuclear power plant accident, biological effects of radioactivity, newspaper reporting,
critical discourse analysis, media literacy
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