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What Japanese Misused by a Korean Radio Personality Indicates

—Proposal for Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language—

Yoko IMAI

Abstract

This paper identifies characteristics and causes of errors in talks by the Korean-native personality (moderator)
of a radio program, which presents culture and information on Korea, so as to provide a useful proposal for teach-
ing Japanese as a foreign language. Talks were recorded for about one year and errors were picked up from them
and examined. This research shows the likelihood that most of grammatical and vocabulary errors probably come
under the influence of the speaker’s native language. Among grammatical errors, here are examples of frequent
misuse: Conditional “-BA”, NA-adjectives which should be nouns respectively, and the passive voice instead of
an intransitive verb consisting of a “Chinese-origin word” and subsequent “SURU”. A typical vocabulary error is
collocation of a noun and a verb, which seems to be a direct translation from Korean. Based on these findings, the
treatise proposes: 1) to develop Korean-native-learner-specific teaching materials, which reflect the results of
linguistic studies comparing Japanese and Korean, as a necessity, and 2) to focus on the collocation in order to
teach Japanese vocabulary and grammar effectively.

Keywords: error, influence of the speaker’s native language, conditional, passive voice, collocation
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