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()5 #EBE¥) " on “Qinding Xianfa Dagang (k5 72 K H)

Takeshi KOBAY ASHI

Abstract

In his paper “Luxian Feiji” (1908), Zhang Bing-lin (1869-1936) criticized “Qinding Xianfa
Dagang” of the Qing (i ) government. In the early 20th century, the Qing government
began to reform the legislation as part of the New Policy Reform. Zhang's paper was a
sharp criticism against the adoption of constitutional and representative rule in the late
Qing period. He pointed out that the parliament sketched in “Qinding Xianfa Dagang” did
not have a decision-making power, and moreover he argued against the constitutional
and representative rule from historical and cultural viewpoints. That is, constitutional and
representative rule is suitable for a society which has just gotten out of Feudalism, but China
had already been out of Feudalism for 2000 years, and the people were free of despotism.
Constitutional and representative rule would oppress freedom of the people, because those
like the local-provincial scholar-gentry that oppressed people in the past would be elected to
the Parliament in the future.

Therefore, his criticism is based on the understanding of freedom and recognition of local
autonomy. Historical and cultural viewpoints are the characteristics of his argument. He
consistently made comments against the traditional Chinese laws in his other papers.

Key Words; Zhang Bing-lin, “Luxian Feiji”, “Qinding Xianfa Dagang”, constitutional and
representative rule, local autonomy






