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The Japanese Adjectives of Distance chikar tooi
and the Postpositions n: kara

Tohru HIRATSUKA
Abstract

The Japanese adjective chikai can be used with two different postpositions: 7: ‘to’ and
kara ‘from’, as in (1) X wa Y ni chikar (literally “X is near to Y”") and (2) X wa Y kara chikai
(literally “X is near from Y”), while its antonym fooi usually takes only kara but not i in
modern usage, as in (3) X wa Y / kara / ?ni } toor “X is far from Y.” In order to explain these
constructions, I propose the following hypotheses: H1: The postposition 77 is used, when the
speaker conceptualizes the situation with a cognitive representation in which X approaches
the location of Y. H2: The postposition kara corresponds to a cognitive representation in
which a fictive entity moves from Y to X. These hypotheses explain many data such as (a)
Kaigan wa boku no ie | ’ni / kara | chikai. “The seashore is near my house.” (b) Watashitachi
wa moo gooru | ni / Pkara |/ chikai. “We are already near the goal.” (c) Koko { ?ni / kara }
gooru wa chikai. “The goal is near hear.” (d) Shoogo | ni / ?kara |/ chikai. “It is near noon.” (e)
Aji wa chitzu | ni / Pkara { chikai. “The taste is near (i.e. similar to) cheese.”

Keywords: chikar ‘near’, too: ‘far’, postposition 7z, postposition kara, fictive motion



