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Bhaisajyaguru Belief and Jukeumsa of Baekje

Author: Kitae KIL
Translator: Koichi KONDO

Abstract

There is no record that Bhaisajyaguru belief spread in Baekje, but there are some
regarding Jukeumsa in Ilbonseogi. In this book, Jukeumsa (WiZEffi) heals diseases through
mantra, which means Jukeumsa (W{Zfifi) is related to Buddhism medicine. The medicine
of Baekje was so advanced at that time that even its Jinseng was known to China. It was
pharmacy that was especially known as in Chaeyaksa (FF3fli).

Jukeumsa ( W¢ 2% fifi ) has a medical function as is shown in Buddhist sutras. He usually
cures epidemics by mantra. Since an epidemic attacks all social classes, Jukeumsa (WiZERT)
worked for almost all people.

Jukeumsa's work is related to Bhaisajyaguru belief. The Bhaisajyaguru belief of Baekje
already spread in the early period of Sabi, because we can see Jukeumsa's work at this
time and the Lotus Sutra Belief based on the Lotus Sutra. Bhaisajyaguru belief is found in
resources which are related to the Lotus Sutra.

The Buddhism medicine can be assumed to be very advanced because its contents are
shown in the sutras that state precepts. And the Buddhism of Baekje especially emphasizes
precepts. For this reason, we can argue that the Bhaisajyaguru belief of Baekje was very
prosperous.

Keywords: Jukeumsa (WiZFifi), Bhaisajyaguru Belief, Buddhism medicine, precepts, the Lotus
Sutra






