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Souteigal - Beyond Imagination’

Malte JASPERSEN
Abstract

Radio documentary feature was brought to being in post-war Germany as a new form of
acoustic art. Unlike radio drama, the feature focuses on non-fictional facts, using unlimited
formal possibilities: music, spoken language, sounds in varying combinations and emphasis.
John Theocharis, former head of the feature section of the BBC, says, 'A feature is a work
using the various resources in radio in order to set the listener’s fantasy in motion and
deepen his perception of the world and human existence’.

‘Souteigai’ is based on the manuscript of a German radio documentary feature of the same
title — a production for Deutschlandradio Kultur and Bayerischer Rundfunk. The work is
the result of extensive research on the catastrophes that struck Northeast Japan, in March
2011. Combining traditional reporting methods and elements of acoustic art and poetry, the
author deals with existential questions that, in the wake of 3/11, are faced not only by the
people of North-Eastern Japan but by all of us.

In September 2012, ‘Souteigai’ has been awarded the Special Price of the President of the
Reublic of Italy at the Prix Italia. Prix Italia is the most prestigious and oldest International
Competition for Radio, TV and Web programmes. Public and private radio/television
broadcasters from 45 countries are members of the Prix Italia.

Keywords: 3/11, tsunami, Fukushima, radio, documentary
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