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TOTAVIYT—ADFTEIHEDCC, T 20T ANA §7r—|RELHO, FEEICE
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HEHL LT, HAONEICHT 2EREEET 5 L9 2ERNIEMNT, 72y kv A

DMK FHE T F RS 5o

TRV A FRETPEBTEICNN TR W EEZHREL TV, ROo—=x KEL ¥
) T S BEOEIZ I Ky FOBMKEIFEE L o T2 1904412 H30 H, ¥ x>~
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The images of Ulysses in D’Annunzio and Pascoli
and the difference of standpoints: Poet or educator

Kenichi UCHIDA
Abstract

Introduction: In Contemplazione della morte (1912), D’Annunzio looked back on his
relationship with Pascoli, who had just passed away. One of their common interests was
Ulysses, the hero of Greek mythology. However, their standpoints were different, as
D’Annunzio was a pure poet and Pascoli a poet-educator.

Chap. 1: Their solidarity as poets grew gradually into a friendship by virtue of D’Annunzio’s
respect for Pascoli. Despite their opposite personalities, they were bound together by their
passion for classical literature.

Chap. 2: In Il sonno di Odisseo (1899), Pascoli expressed through “sleep” the vanishing of the
mythological figure of Ulysses and through “dream” an affection for homeland and family.
Chap. 3: In the “Introduction” of the scholastic anthology Su! limitare (1899), Pascoli talked of
his zeal for education and his socialistic sympathy for unfortunates. In his “Note for pupils”
he tried to convey, by emphasizing the tears of Ulysses, pure sentiments to the young,

such as homesickness or faithfulness.

Chap. 4: In the funeral oration for the opera composer Verdi (1901), D’Annunzio showed his
elitist and nationalistic concept of education. Comparing Verdi in his later years to the old
Ulysses in Dante’s Divine Comedy, he implanted capitalistic competitiveness into students.

Chap. 5: In the poem Maia (1903), D’Annunzio intensified the egoism of the hero and
presented a noble figure of a solitary ascetic. This was completely alien to the altruism of
educators.

Chap. 6: In the poem L ultimo viaggio (1904), Pascoli sorrowfully described an obsessive
Ulysses who was brought to ruin after experiencing various disillusionments. D’Annunzio
praised this work, from which he received inspiration for writing a similar tragedy, Piu
che l'amore (1906).

Conclusion: D’Annunzio identified himself with his Ulysses as an eternal adventurer. This
ideal figure was the same, whether from the standpoint of a poet or from that of an
educator. On the other hand, Pascoli sang a song of the pathetic end of the Ulyssean myth.
But as educator, he emphasized only the poetic purity without touching on its tragic fate.
In the essay L ultima lezione (1907), Pascoli, who unlike D’Annunzio was conscious of being
an educator, looked back to Carducci’'s last lesson, which had as its theme the Dantesque
Ulysses, and yearned for harmony between poetry and education.

Keywords: Odyssey, adaptation, Italian literature, poetry, education





