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Zenchu Nakahara and the Development of Okinawan Studies

—the Historical View based on the Native District——

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU
Abstract

Zenchu Nakahara (1890-1964) is a representative researcher of modern Okinawan history
and geography. He was a prominent “OMORQO” researcher. He was born in Kumejima of
Okinawa. He worked as a school teacher of geography in the earlier period of the war. He
worked on a history study initiated by “OMORO” study from around 1939. He introduced a
series of historical studies including the book “Kumejima historical anecdotes”. His historical
study contained an original historical view and idea of culture which came out of the
prototypical experience of Kumejima. He clarified that Okinawa was not only established in
adverse circumstances by Yamato (Japan), but also that Kumejima was suppressed by the
ruling stratum of Okinawa.

The study focuses on four characteristics in the Okinawa history of Nakahara. (1) the local
boss and ruling system, (2) the unity of the religion and state system of the Ryukyu kingdom,
(3) the change of the economic infrastructure of Kumejima, (4) the local government officials
of Kumejima and the bureaucratic system. Kumejima “OMORO” studies made these
characteristic cases.

Furthermore, the historical research of Nakahara conceived the situation of postwar
Okinawa, as seen in the following four points. (1) the division of Okinawan history into
positions, (2) the relations of Ryukyu and the Satsuma feudal clan, (3) the Perry visit and the
postwar United States Armed Forces occupation, (4) the Brazilian migrant “winners”. His
research took on a Modernism-like aspect, but the foundation of his study was a historical
view born from Kumejima.

Keywords: Zenchu Nakahara, Okinawan History, Kumejima, OMORO Study, Historical View





