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Two representations of Mexico :
——Writings of André Breton and Photographs of Manuel Alvarez Bravo——

Akiko HASEGAWA
Abstract

The purpose of this article is to clarify the influence of Mexican famous photographer
Manuel Alvarez Bravo on French critic André Breton, who visited this country in 1938. We
try to demonstrate that this surrealist writer attempts to capture the “soul” of Mexico
through the photographs of Alvarez Bravo. Criticizing the idealized exoticism of the
Westerners, Breton estimates specially Alvarez Bravo who captures the “soul of the country”
at the expense of the so-called exotic landscape. Breton seeks to define Bravo's Mexico as a
privileged place where the opposition of life and death will be resolved. Breton, while being
aware of his own exoticism, tries to make in his writings such as “Manuel Alvarez Bravo”
(1938) and “Memories of Mexico”(1939) the most objective description of Mexico to find out
its universal nature. It is possible that Breton wrote these texts, taking as a model Bravo's
photographs of Mexico.

Keywords: Surrealism, André Breton, Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Art of 20" century, Mexico





