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Fair is foul, and foul is fair:
Hover through the fog and filthy air.
(Shakespeare: Macbeth, 1.1)
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So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear it-
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In every dark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with
that understanding and support of the people themselves which is essential to victory. I
am convinced that you will again give that support to leadership in these critical days.

(Franklin D. Roosevelt, Inaugural Address, March 4, 1933)
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Polysemic structure of the Japanese word “fuhyo-higai”
— A prototype semantics approach —

Fumio ARAI
Abstract

The Japanese word “fuhyo-higai” (usually translated as “financial damage caused by
harmful rumors or misinformation”) has been widely used in newspaper reporting in various
extended meanings after the severe accident at the TEPCO “Fukushima Daiichi” nuclear
power plant. Using the concept of the prototype category, we investigate the polysemic
structure of the word and show that it now has come to refer, in its extended usage, to what
Franklin D. Roosevelt once called “nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror”.

Keywords: rumor damage, nuclear power plant accident, newspaper reporting, prototype
semantics, media literacy





