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An interim report about research on the Buddha Amitabha
statue and the collection of Kyoto Ohara gyozan Shorinin

Hisao SUZUKI
Shiro ITO
Kiyoka AMANO

Abstract

The Shorinin is a temple of the Tendai sect of Buddhism located at the foot of a mountain
in the northeast of Ohara.

The Shorinin is said to have been restored by Jakugen in the Heian period. In addition it is
well-known as the Konpon dojo of Tendai statement. Honen of the Jodo sect discussed at the
Shorinin in the Kamakura period. As a result, the Shorinin attracted a warm, hearted faith
also from the believers of the Jodo sect.

Shorinin will celebrate in 2013 a major milestone, a millenium that passed from the
restoration of the Shorinin.

Kyoto Sangyo University Japanese Culture Institute, made a survey of Amitabha
Tathagata of Shorinin as part of the research activities on 15 and 16 December 2012.

In addition, in 2013, we have conducted research to organize cultural assets that Shorinin
possess. This paper is an investigation report.

In a survey of Amitabha Tathagata statue in 2012, the statue of Buddha of late Heian
period and the statue of Buddha of Kamakura period and the statue of Buddha of Edo period
were found inside the Amitabha Tathagata statue.

We found that the head of the Amitabha Tathagata statue was produced in the
Muromachi period and part of the body was made during the Edo period.

By organizing work of 2013, we found a historical Showkoamidanyoraihukunaiki.

This historical material is the inscription that was written inside of the Amitabha
Tathagata statue of the original.

By these historical materials, the background of foundation original and subsequent
changes of Shorinin became clear.

Keywords: Kyoto Ohara, Jakugen, Honen, Oharamondo, showkoamidanyoraihukunaiki
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