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The Europeanization phenomenon to be seen in
translation works by Zhimo XU

Mitsuyo SEKI
Abstract

This paper is a study to demonstrate the influence on the Chinese language that Chinese
and English contact had in the early 20" century. Focusing on the translation works of
Zhimo Xu, this study looked for sample sentences utilizing “24---BIIHE”, “& (‘EA1)", the
suffix “fI7" and the conjunction” fl1 ", and investigated how often they occurred and how they
demonstrated the phenomenon of Europeanization.

Analysis lead to the following findings. A lot of new sentences that have not appeared in
research until now were found. Until now, Zhimo Xu has been well known as an author who
was greatly influenced by Europeanization. However, this study shows that while at times
his adoption of Europeanized words and phrases was ahead of his time, in other cases he
was not. Similarly, in certain cases he used Europeanized words and phrases more than
other writers, while in other cases it was at a similar rate. Finally, in a number of cases he
was very flexible in how he used the Europeanized language.

The next stage of study after this will be the investigation of other indicators of
Europeanization in his work leading to a fuller description of his Europeanization. It is
expected that the new sentences found here will offer valuable primary source material for
future study of Europeanization in Modern Chinese.

Keywords: Zhimo XU, Europeanization, translation works, established use, Modern written
Chinese
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