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Pirandello versus Tilgher :
a conflict between Art and Philosophy on Pirandello’s essay “New Comedy and Old Comedy”

Yasuhiro SAITO
Abstract

Tastes and sensibilities of Italian theatrical spectators changed drastically after the World
War 1. A young and spirited critic and philosopher, Adriano Tilgher, criticized bitterly the
famous dramatist Roberto Bracco for his last piece “I Pazzi”, calling it a old-fashioned one
and even worse a imitation of Pirandello’s new dramaturgy. Another dramatist Lucio d’
Ambra supported Bracco and entered into a controversy with Tilgher: they disputed on
important themes as 1) relationship between Art and Times and 2) role of Criticism in
artistic Creation.

Their controversy caused a sensation in Italian cultural circles and Pirandello also took
part in discussions. He denied flatly Tilgher’'s philosophical theory about influence of Times
upon artistic Creation, asserting that philosophical abstract analysis cannot clear up the
secret of Creation. Thus Pirandello and Tilgher—Art and Philosophy—stood in definitive
opposition.

By their discussions Pirandello arrived at an agreement with the drama critic that the
ultimate end of Art and Philosophy is both to grasp and understand the secret of Life, but
the artist insisted that, while Art preserves eternally the Life in living conditions, Philosophy
by its abstract analysis and conceptualization nearly always vivisects the living Life to
destroy it completely, emphasizing finally the richness of Art and the sterility of Philosophy.
The aim of this paper is to trace in detail their discussions in historical and social context of
arising Fascism era as nobody has tried to do by now.

Keywords: Pirandello, Tilgher, Lucio d’Ambra, Italian theater, Italian idealism
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