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The Formation of British Agricultural Economics
and the Birth of Profession

Nobuhisa NAMIMATSU

Abstract

The British agricultural science was divided into various branches at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury. One of the many branches was agricultural economics; agricultural economics was into the curric-
ula of the some British colleges and universities. But agricultural economics did not succeed to the
existing knowledges, though many branches, especially agricultural chemistry and botany, did so.
Needless to say, agricultural economics was not derived from general economics.

Many agricultural economists were reproduced by these higher education and research institutes.
They became the agricultural economic profession. The development of agricultural economics was con-
nected with the birth of profession. The profession included university professor, reserch worker, civil
service, and advisory economist. Among of all professions, advisory economists played an important part
in the development of agricultural economics; they not only extended scientific information and tech-
nology in the country as the agricultural agents, but also collected and analysed agricultural information
as the researchers.

A group of advisory economists was at the centre of the foundation of the Agricultural Economics
Society. This society was founded by profession, but many nonprofessions (farmers, agriculturalists,
landowners, agricultural workers, and so on) joined the society; therefore the society opened to the
public and gathered more agricultural economic information. But on the other hand, there was doubt
whether the society contributed to the development of agricultural economics, because the society put
obstacles in the way of systematic study.

Keywords : agricultural economics, Britain, profession, advisory economist, Agricultural Economics
Society



