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Increasing Female Labor Force and
Poverty Alleviation in Mexico

Setsuko YUKAWA

Abstract

In the recent decades Mexico has experienced a very high rate of increase in the female labor force.
The most significant rise in the activity rate was observed among the female workers aged 35~44 years,
which implies that an increasing number of housewives have participated in the labor market. Although
their average income is lower than that of the male workers, their contribution to the household income
is considerable. Actually the proportion of the low-income strata in the households with more than two
income-earners is substantially smaller than in those with only one income-earner, so that female work-
ers have played the role of a safety net at the household level. However, given the fact that about 40%
of the total population are still in absolute poverty, and almost two-thirds of the economically active
population have no access to social security benefits, it is imperative to provide a social safety net in
order to address extreme poverty, apart from supportive measures for women.

Keywords : female labor force, poverty, Mexico, income inequality, gender



