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On the historical cognition of a Japanese textbook

in world history for upper secondary schools

Katsuhiko MATSUKAWA

Abstract

Most authorized textbooks published in our country have been regarded absolutely correct
in their contents. So the authors of the textbooks must be very careful in choosing words and
expressions they use in those pages, because it have grave influences on our pupils of secondary
school.

I would like to compare the differences in some world history textbooks for high school
pupils which have been published and read in such countries as Japan, Soviet Union and the
United Kingdom. However, I limited my research only to the interwar period which means the
era between the two World Wars of the 20" century, as this is my sphere of concern.

First, we find a difference in evaluation and explanation in English school book and Japanese
one concerning the October “revolution” of 1917. The Japanese textbook closely follows the inter-
pretation of a Russian one. Both Japanese and Russian textbook tends to emphasize the explana-
tion that the affair was caused by the support of the popular majority. They also say that the
revolution was the realization of righteousness on both domestic and international fields and
showed a different way of solving problems from that of old capitalism.

But a fact must be examined that the Bolshevik rule had brought disasters, for example, on
the agricultural collectivization, on the national self-determination for the minorities, on the civil-
ian life, etc. It had taken constantly antagonistic attitude against so to speak Versailles System
and had attained its purpose by commencing the War on 1939 in close cooperation with
Germany.

The English text book makes known different interpretations of the incidents of 1917. It
helps pupils to understand comprehensively by put down the controversial theme of both sides.
It seems to me more impartial and more conscientious. Without reexamining the whole process
of what happened in Russia, it is impossible to understand historical meaning of the whole
interwar period.

Then, concerning the explanation how the interwar period finished. According to the British

official explanation, the then British Government had abandoned the appeasement policy
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towards Germany when it had declared a guarantee to Poland. The Japanese textbook strangely
changes its stance this time and corresponding with the British one although it was incorrect.
Our textbook, while following the Soviet explanation, cites the British one at the same time
how the interwar period ends. Although the Soviet Union had vanished and the Yalta System
also had disappeared, it might be said that their way of understanding history still alive in our

textbook.

Keywords : high school textbook in world history, understanding of history, interwar period,

Bolshevik revolution, Yalta System,
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