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Abstract

Yoshinao Kozai (1864-1934) is a Japanese representative agriculturist of the Meiji period.
He became a professor at Agricultural College of Tokyo Imperial University, and president of
Agricultural College, and president of the Tokyo Imperial University. His achievement is appre-
ciated. He was related to Asio copper mine mineral pollution case at the age of an assistant pro-
fessor, and carried out an age-limit system at the age of the president of university. These two
achievements are not evaluated from the viewpoint of the professorship. This article follows his
career and thinks about the problem of the agricultural college and the role of the professorship.

Kozai learned not only scientific knowledge for the young people era, but also a scientific
method and a scientific manner. In other words, he learned scientist mind. He showed this scien-
tist mind at the age of a professor and the president. The Imperial University had an unsociable
characteristic, for example, it was the non-mobility of the professor market. This continues as a
characteristic of the universities now. He confronted this problem with scientist mind.

The agricultural college was inferior to other colleges. The reason was because the agricul-
tural college did not train professor and college teacher. Kozai maintained the education study
system of the university. It was enforcement of the age-limit system to be the most important in
the maintenance of the system. By the enforcement of the age-limit system, personnel training be-
came easy.

He knew that ties with the society were important to science by being concerned with a min-
eral pollution case. Of course the scientific development associates with the university closely. He
thought about the system of the university through establishment of the study called the agricul-
tural chemistry.

The role of the professorship is not talked about only by study and education. From
Kozai’s achievements, we understand that connection with science and the society, maintenance

of the study education system are necessary for the professorship.
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