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FTT = MIEoTHIREE NG, FANROEBBEEBRTILETE 2V L) EVEEZ R
A& DIICO W TR, BFEHTH 21 I EHFNICEIrTHNEEVEEGOSRE L. AL
FIUZEWEE OB Z RO 2 EIAHER S A, K - ISR EAEE, PEEEHR S lg
EEOEL L OMBIER SN h o7z BB FEB L OXILIZBW TR, 7 ¥ 7 — P TIE—#KIZY
PIZ X DRET L K HEET 5 &) BB FEER L OB R SNz BiiF7znwe B N EBTFon
TonwEEZ, BFohdhnweEx 5 NZEMTF v v), HESIRM AU o8I %
A BEHEDT 2 — b TREE RSN, ARROBIRIEHEBRE ERTRIZIZRON WAL, W
ZOMRIIIRBN 2 EC S R SNz, IS 0@, FERIIEIT 2 5 BEAI 2T B 2 S o3
AT HREERE VI AHMA L > T D FCHLIEIFR EINLDOL LTRZZ I ENTE
bo —HT, T ¥r— N TIIHVHSRRMHERBE O X 512, & 251 TIEFICH 72255 B0 Tk
AL 2 I OE 2 KHT 25 00% B Y, FCHWEIREDL v & &, FMBIY 2% AN & 2555
BEINDZDOSNHEPHBTRVIEICR > T b, BEREEBIIATNRERECTO AL OITE) % 8
BB RDLL, Tr—MEITHORBDIRWISKH LTHDPZHITETL725H) L) Fil%
BZESETVBICME LV, BEDORIFS LWL DOV T I OMELE T 2 S 512
DTITBLENHLEEZOND,

TN ORI, HBAEOTAEBERIKT T 5 &) % OREREERIVR TR ) &%,
TYr—PIBOWTHMHRETLILIETETBY, EBRET V7 — FORRPEN>T0DH I L LS
MRENT WD, TOX) BHRMEERLIZEMERETSZ &T, M2 Ha R oEF 2 K ili5
CEIRML ED, LM X B BEFOLBAOMEANZ RN B WD B, 72750, KTl o7z
FEECTIE TR L T 24 R > T b LIz, MEEICIEER 57— 5 ERDY
HEEZOLN5,

x
1) SRFCWLTE 23 BV IREC T B & 55D I EN L2 REO T 6.7% Thiro 72513
53% I8 T4 20 MEAMIC DB ERAETH Do (12249, p=0.0168, n=42) M/ H 2BV TIE 42% 7 5
442%~k ERT BH, ShRAEAETE SV, (t = 1.12,p = 0.26, n=42)
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Preferences of Allocators and Recipients in Income
Redistribution: A Validation by Comparison of a Laboratory
Experiment to a Questionnaire-based Survey

Yoshio IIDA

Abstract

In order to study preferences among allocators and recipients in the redistribution of income, we
conducted both a questionnaire-based survey of adults and a laboratory experiment employing
university students. Both was conducted with conditions resembling those of a dictator game, and then
assessed with regard to similarities and differences with preferences arising from the survey method.
The results of the laboratory experiment showed that the amount represented by the allocators as being
available for distribution to recipients tended to be lower in comparison to the survey, whereas the
amount that was requested from allocators by recipients tended to be greater. Upon closer investigation,
preferences in the questionnaire responses were often observed to be altruistic on one hand and selfish
on the other, with some who would distribute wealth widely as a distributors when wealthy themselves,
but would seek to obtain large allocations when they were poor, and others who would not seek to obtain
much distribution when poor, but would neither wish to distribute to others when wealthy. From this, it
is suggested that a laboratory experiment cannot be said to encourage participant behavior to become
more selfish through the monetary incentive of remuneration, and that nor is a questionnaire-based
study which does not include such remuneration more likely to elicit more prescriptive answers. The
reasons for this response pattern will be a subject for future investigation. We also inquired after
distribution preferences in cases that assumed luck, effort, or ability as a single additional factor in the
production of disparity. The results of the questionnaire demonstrated an increased preference for
redistribution from the standpoint of both allocators and recipients in cases where an income disparity is
attributable to the element of luck, even more than in cases where such disparities are attributable to
effort or ability. This tendency has often been confirmed in laboratory experimentation. However,
perhaps owing to an inadequate sample size, this tendency was not confirmed in the laboratory

experiment conducted for this discussion, in contradistinction to the questionnaire.

Keywords : Income gap, Income redistribution, Laboratory experiment, Questionnaire survey,

Dictator game



