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Japanese Teachers’ Use of Technology at
Kyoto Sangyo University

Makimi KANOI, Peter GOBEL!

Much research has focused on the changes that ICT and in-
dividual software applications have had on student learning,
and how students use technology both inside and outside of
the classroom. Teachers are also being impacted by these
changes, with many teachers embracing CALL, on-line activi-
ties, and digital tools such as tablets and smartphones. A sur-
vey study was conducted at Kyoto Sangyo University to ex-
amine the extent to which full-time faculty there use
technology, and factors that influence their use of technology.
The results of a questionnaire addressing digital technology
use (both inside and outside of the classroom), the availability
of technology at one specific institution, the perceived amount
of university support for instructional technologies, teaching
preferences, and perceived barriers to teachers’ use of technol-
ogy revealed that university teachers at Kyoto Sangyo Univer-
sity use computers far more than hypothesized. The results of
the survey call into question a number of common ideas re-
garding teachers’ use of technology, among them: the idea that
newer teachers are more technology savvy; that teachers’ use
of technology is not as important as students’ use; and the re-
lationship between institutional and individual understandings

of classroom technology.
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