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Herman Schneider and Cooperative
System of Education with Hearings
before the Committee on Education,
House of Representatives, United
States Sixty-third Congress, Second
Session, 1914.

Yasushi Tanaka'

Herman Schneider is renowned as the founder of
cooperative education among the researchers and
practitioners of this educational system. Yet, it is not
easy to find documents that explain the concept of
cooperative education among his work. This is in part
because being an engineer, he considered cooperative
education as more of a practical tool than a theoretical
concept. The US Congress hearings of 1914 titled
“Cooperative system of education” is probably the
most concise and most frequently referenced
document. In this document, Schneider explained
plainly and clearly the concept of cooperative
education to fifteen members of the educational
committee.

The purpose of this article is to introduce the concept
of cooperative education as originally presented by
Schneider to the researchers and practitioners in
Japanese, in order to help develop cooperative
education in Japan.

The article introduces the life of Schneider, his
contribution to cooperative education as well as the
educational background of early twentieth century
America for better understanding of the hearings. The
entire hearings are translated and the article concludes
with a discussion on the relevance of Schneider’s

concept to cooperative education in Japan today.

KEYWORDS: H. Schneider, Cooperative education,
Hearings of the Committee of education of US
Congress 1914
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