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Expanding haiku's international acceptance
(focusing on Spanish-speaking countries) 11

— Contents of Japanese haiku and foreign haiku ——

Kayoko IJIRI
Abstract

When the poetic genre of haiku was established at the end of the 19th century, it began
to be accepted overseas around the same time. However, the fact that composing and
reading haiku is spreading around the world and in various languages, mainly in the English-
speaking world, is not generally known yet in Japan. Furthermore, due to language
differences, the general population has doubts about the continuity of Japanese haiku and
foreign haiku as genre. Therefore, I classified the characteristics of this literary genre under
four aspects: (1) form (prosody, rhetoric); (2) content (seasonal words, relationship with nature,
sketching); (3) language (popular, daily); (4) method (collective literature, author/reader/critic).
I have completed a paper on (1) the form aspect, so, in this paper, I focused on (2) the content
aspect, and proceeded with the analysis from the three perspectives of “seasonal words,”
“relationship with nature,” and “sketching.” As a result, it was clarified that the efforts of each
region were deepened both in terms of research and actual production, and future prospects
were indicated.

Keywords: Japanese haiku and foreign haiku, continuity of genres, seasonal words, relationship
with nature, sketching
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