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A Study of Winkelmann's Reception in The Old Critical
Forest On the Sources of Herder’s Philosophy of History

Kasumi YAMADORI
Abstract

Johann Gottfried Herder's The Old Critical Forest is considered an early work leading to
the conceptualization of his main published work, This Too a Philosophy of History for the
Formation of Humanity. However, few studies have analyzed the original text in detail and
explained Herder's position in the discussion about the birth of Greek art. To fill the research
gap, this thesis focuses on interpreting Herder’s text and analyzing his arguments.

The Old Critical Forest deals with Johann Joachim Winckelmann's The History of the
Art of Antiquity. Specifically, Herder avoids using an aggressive tone in his critical essay and
does not refute Winckelmann's theory. In so doing, he generates new views through a
reading of the text, leading to the conclusion that Herder develops his multicultural views
through his study of ancient Greek art.

Keywords: Herder, Winckelmann, The Old Critical Forest, The History of the Art of Antiquity
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