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An Ideal Sabbath in Nathaniel Hawthorne's
“Sunday at Home”

Takeshi KAWASHITA
Abstract

In “Sunday at Home,” Hawthorne casts doubt on the traditional way of worship where
believers gather at church on Sundays to renew their faith. Simultaneously, Hawthorne
personifies the church to present that the nurturing of faith in solitude and tranquility makes
for an ideal believer. This paper aims to explore what kind of day constitutes an ideal
Sabbath from a perspective of “ethics,” a term which often draws attention in Hawthorne
literary studies.
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