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REND Z EAmENT (Lamb, 1977), EHEIZA B L, FRFPEOSBIZHWT, LHBA KA L
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FE, ORI AR % To 2 BRSO FIPEE S M L FRk I 7 7 2t & 2 FHILICEES
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A Historical examination of determinants
of father’s involvement in childcare:
From the Edo period to the Meiji period

Atsuko FUJINO

Abstract

Currently, the evolutionary perspective states that fathers’ commitment to childcare is affected by
the continual interaction between biological and sociocultural factors. Biological factors provoking
paternal behavior interact with sociocultural factors motivating fathers toward involvement in
childcare, producing complex interactions between and among factors over time.

This article discusses the sociocultural factors that gave rise to the father’s behavior as a caregiver,
from Japan’s Edo to Meiji periods. We focus on the social institution, thoughts, and ideologies
peculiar to these ages in Japan. Moreover, we discuss the relationship between the sociocultural
factors identified historically and the biological factors assumed by current research in the
evolutionary biology. Ultimately, we consider whether the findings obtained from the historical

perspective support the current assumption.

Keywords : Fathers’ childcare, the evolutionary perspective, Nature versus Nurture, Edo period,

Body-Mind unity



