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Analyzing Factors for Enhancing the Educational
Effects of Industry-Academia Collaboration
in Higher Education

Masashi MATSUTAKA

Abstract

The following three aspects are essential in internships today: an educational role for students, a
functional role for universities, and a recruitment role for businesses.However, there has not been
sufficient discussion and delineation of each of these roles and their relationships with one another,
and they have become further unclear in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The analysis of the
educational effects of internships in this paper indicated that they are effective for cultivating
awareness of professional careers and employment. However, they have uncertain effects on
supporting students in their transition to work life; further, it could not be confirmed whether
internships are effective in deepening and motivating students’ learning. A few possible reasons for
this include changes in attitudes regarding careers and employment and large gaps in awareness
among students, businesses, and universities, with no common goals pertaining to internships shared
between them. The examination of past events and overseas experience with regard to the relationship
between internships and recruitment indicated that changing the way internships are handled will not

resolve all the issues; it is necessary to change the approach itself.

Keywords : Work Integrated Learning, Internship, Cooperative education, Career Education



