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Toward the Advancement of Research
into Early Modern Imperial Court Culture (Note):
The Current State and Future Prospects of Research
into Japanese History and Related Fields

WAKAMATSU Masashi

Abstract

In the field of Japan's early modern history, research related to the Emperor and the Imperial
Court has made great progress in recent years. As an example, details of the daily lives and cultural
activities of the Emperor and court nobles have come to be understood alongside political and social
matters such as the internal structure of the Imperial Court and the historical development of the
relationship between the Imperial Court and the Edo Shogunate. However, in order to
comprehensively understand the richly varied culture of the Imperial Court, it is important to study
the viewpoints, methods, and outcomes of research in adjacent fields such as Japanese literature, art
history, performing arts history, and religious history.

In recognition of that importance, this paper summarizes the current state of research in Japanese
history and related fields as a first step toward advancing the study of early modern Imperial Court

culture, and describes future prospects for such research.

Keywords : Imperial Court Culture in Early Modern Japan, Japanese history, Waka, art history,

performing arts history






