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Basic Study of Japanese Language Education
for Foreign Sports Students

Shio WATANABE

Abstract
This study focuses on international students studying at universities, particularly foreign student
athletes who came to Japan for the purpose of athletic competition, with the aim of conducting basic
research on Japanese language education practices at universities.
In the field of Japanese language education, there have been few studies dealing with foreign
student athletes, and there has been little specific verification of what Japanese language education is

necessary for them.

In order to investigate the needs of foreign student athletes for Japanese language education, this
study conducted interviews with such students who have studied in Japan since high school, as well as

current and former competitors in pro league sport teams.

Keywords : Foreign student athletes, Japanese language education, Interviews, Qualitative analysis,
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