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A progress Report : Development of compound
livelihoods and land ownership in the wet and

lowlands region in early modern—

Futoshi YAMAUCHI

Abstract

The research theme is a reexamination of the regional characteristics of land ownership and
utilization related to the development of compound livelihoods in the late early modern period, using
Nishikambara District in Echigo Province as a case study. This region, which is prone to water
disasters, has traditionally been emphasized for its low rice productivity and underdevelopment. We
have regarded it as a representative example of an area experiencing population outflow due to
poverty. The land division system that has been practiced in this region has traditionally been
understood in relation to these factors. I would like to reexamine such conventional theories.

This report introduces a portion of the results from historical material analysis that I conducted
during this fiscal year. Throughout this year, I primarily collected historical materials that provide
insights into the overall situation of villages. Using these materials, I presented information on
population fluctuations, changes in the number of households, and the state of agriculture in several
villages. As a result, we were able to confirm significant population fluctuations, particularly notable
changes in the number of households, across all villages.

Secondly, I introduced the land ownership and movement situation using historical materials from
San’ofuchi Village. From it, I confirmed that this village, which practiced land division, had
experienced frequent land mortgage finance and land foreclosure since the 18th century. As a result,
non-residents’ land ownership had increased. The village office recorded land owned by non-residents
as land entrusted to villagers and levied land taxes on the villagers. In the 19th century, it was
clearly that the village office tried to understand complex land rights relationships because they

emerged in this village.

Keywords : livelihood, population, land ownership, land movement, village






