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A Study on the Actual Situation of
Language Study in Cebu,
Philippines: Exploring A New Short-
Term Overseas Study Destination
for the Faculty of Foreign Studies

Yugo WATABE!

This study investigates the language study
situation in Cebu, Philippines, as a potential new
destination for the Faculty of Foreign Studies’
“Overseas Studies in English” program. It was
undertaken to address the decline in the number
of students wishing to study abroad after the
COVID-19 pandemic, particularly the significant
decrease in those enrolling in the “Overseas
Studies in English” program. The primary reason
for this decline is attributed to rising costs.

The study found that the benefits of conducting
the “Overseas Studies in English” program in the
Philippines include: (1) low costs, (2) the possibility
improving English proficiency in a short period of
time, and (3) opportunities for intercultural
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exchange. The one-on-one lesson format creates an
environment for learning English efficiently, and
the costs are considerably lower compared to other
English-speaking countries. On the other hand,
concerns include (1) the use of “non-native”
English, (2) issues related to living conditions and
safety that are typical of developing countries, and
(3) securing partnerships with universities.

Based on the study, this paper reports the
potential, benefits, and concerns of considering the
Philippines as a new destination for the “Overseas
Studies in English” program.

KEYWORDS: Overseas Studies, Language
Study in the Philippines, English Proficiency
Improvement, One-on-One Lessons
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