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The Current State of Higher
Education in the Republic of Korea:
Student Recruitment Strategies in

an Era of Declining Fertility and
Implications for Japan

Kazuma HOTTA!

In August 2024, the Administrative Staff
Overseas Training Program for full-time
administrative staff members spent around
three weeks to study the current state of higher
education in the Republic of Korea through
language training and visits to local
universities and various institutions. The
Republic of Korea was chosen as the training
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destination due to its similarity to Japanese
education system and the challenges faced in
declining birth rate. During this program, the
author took a two-week language course at the
Korean Language Education Center, University
of Seoul, followed by visits to local universities,
Japanese language schools, and other
institutions, in conjunction with observations of
traffic advertisements. This report summarizes
and describes what we learned about the
Korean education system, the current state of
higher education in Korea, and the arrival and
departure of international students during the
author’s training period.
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