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D’Annunzio as an aviator in spring-autumn 1918

— From First Naval Torpedo-Bomber Squadron to Squadron San Marco ——

Yoko SHIBUE

Abstract

The poet D'Annunzio volunteered to fight in the First World War and was promoted to Major in 1917.
With an interest in both airplanes and torpedo boats, he was attracted to the new possibilities offered by
the aerial torpedo—a combination of these technologies—which had just begun operations at the time.
D'Annunzio wanted to create a squadron of torpedo-carrying planes.

In March 1918, he formed the First Naval Torpedo-Bomber Squadron in Venice and was appointed its
commander. However, due to technical problems with the torpedo bombers (Ca. 600 hp) expected from
Caproni in Milan, the squadron was not fully operational until the autumn, by which time the war was
coming to an end. Despite these delays, his squadron participated in the Battle of the Piave in June, flying
older Ca. 450 hp planes. In July and August, they conducted bombing raids on the Austrian naval base at
Pola on the Adriatic coast, using the SIA 9B. In September, the First Naval Torpedo-Bomber Squadron
was renamed “Squadron San Marco.”

This paper reconstructs the sequence of events using documents and D'Annunzio's correspondence
with Caproni and others, while also tracing his activities leading up to and following the famous “Vienna
Flight” during the same summer.

Keywords: d'Annunzio, Caproni, World War I, Italian Royal Navy, torpedo bombers
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