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The Fresh Food Marketing in Japan

Tooru KOMAI

ABSTRACT

Public (Central and Local) Wholesale Markets have played major roles in the distribution of
fresh foods in Japan in the past several decades.

At present, 80.3% of vegetables, 57.2% of fruits, 68.6% of marine products, 22.5% of beef
and 12.8% of pork are distributed through a total of 86 Central and a total of 1,427 Local Public
Wholesale Markets in Japan, where wholesale prices of fresh foods are determined by auctions
and biddings and those wholesale prices are functioning as the standards of fresh food products
throughout the country.

However, recently various trading activities are being developed which bypass the Public
Wholesale Markets and try to materialize and expand the direct marketing by agricultural co-op
organization, individual producers, farmers’ organization, food companies, trading firms and
local shippers.

In this paper, the raison d’étre of Public Wholesale Markets, the activities of bypass
distributors and micro-marketing activities including farmers’ markets, private delivery systems
and internet trading are discussed.

The factors related to the commercial values of fresh foods and the amounts of each kind of
fresh food distributed to the various end users such as home-cooking, food service and food
manufacturing are different, and accordingly, for the successful fresh food marketing, those
factors and amounts must be well understood and taken into account especially by the
managers of grocery stores.



