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The Significance of Gerschenkron’s “Economic Backwardness in
Historical Perspective” in Modern World

Toshiaki TAMAKI

ABSTRACT

Since the publication of Gerschenkron’s “Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective”, many
monographs have been appeared on industrialization of backward countries. However, only one aspect of
his arguments has been emphasized, namely “the backward countries’ economic growth tends to be
faster than that of developed ones. In this article, I examine his article in detail and argue the merits and

defects of his arguments as a whole.



