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European Economic Growth and the Role of The Netherlands in Early
Modern Era: The Relationships between Amsterdam, London and Hamburg

Toshiaki TAMAKI

ABSTRACT

Jan de Vries and Ad Van der Woude has called The Dutch Republic “The First Modern Economy’.
They did not, however, pay attention to the relationship between The Netherlands and Britain, which
would become ‘The Second Modern Economy’. In this article, I emphasize the Dutch contribution to the
growth of not only British but also European Economy. Also, I shed light on the Amsterdam, London
and Hamburg. Merchants in Amsterdam emigrated to many places and it was London and Hamburg that
benefited most from the emigration. Amsterdam was a gateway, through which many commodities,
people, money, commercial know-how were exported to many cities. The commercial know-how was
exported from Amsterdam mainly to these cities. The triangle of the three cities — Amsterdam,
London and Hamburg — was of primary importance, which would contribute to the growth European
economy. However, owing to Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, the importance of Britain and London
increased dramatically, and Britain became the hegemon. Without importing commercial, financial, and

technological Know-how from The Netherland, Britain could not have become a hegemonic state.



