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How to Conserve Historical Urban Area:
A Case Study of Nishiki Ichiba Shopping Promenade in Kyoto

Naoe IMURA

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to discuss how to conserve historical urban area. The renewal of
historical urban area faces two difficult tasks. One is commercial success and the other is preserve
community, architectural structure and the culture of the area. Culture of the area is often an identity of
the area.

A case study of Nishiki Ichiba in central Kyoto succeeded to preserve their identity. It lost
customers in late1990’s for several reasons, but Nishiki Ichiba recovered in 2000 without further
investment or governmental control. The key of the recovery was long-term strategy to establish

“Nishiki” as a brand, and new entrants control system.





