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Women Business Owners and their Gender Consciousness

Kiyoko TSUTSUI
Mutsumi TANAKA

ABSTRACT

Comparing with many foreign countries’ women, Japanese women have some difficulties to start
new business because of national consciousness to sexual division of labor. In order to manifest the
difficult conditions of women entrepreneurs and to promote their businesses, a questionnaire and
interviews that inquired their private lives with family members and relatives were carried out from the
end of 2006 to the beginning of 2007. The result comes to clear that many women entrepreneurs are
torn between busy house works and/or childcare and business responsibilities. Some of them solve the

problems by their parents’ help. But not a few have divorced as well.





