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A Network Model for detecting a “community of practice” using Zip’s Law.

Jun KANAMITSU

ABSTRACT

This paper proposes a simple but effective network model for detecting social structure of a “community of practice”
characterized by a division of the core and peripheral actors in a community. While the traditional network method proposed
by Borgatti and Everett (1999) sometimes comes up with un-interpretable core-periphery structure, the proposed model
based on Zip’s Law always detects appropriate core-periphery structure. A comparison between the two approaches is made

on a social network data collected on 33 members of a consulting firm that is famous for its good community of practice lead

by a guru.






