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Transition in the aid by the Japanese Red Cross
from Japanese-Sino War to Manchurian Incident

Mai YAMASHITA
Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the transition in the type of aid provided by the Japanese Red Cross from the
Japanese-Sino War to the Manchurian Incident. Before the Second World War, the main mission of the Japanese Red Cross
was to care for disabled veterans. After the 1920s, the International Red Cross tried to manage the populations’ health
conditions, as well as to create strategies for disease prevention amongst civilians. The Japanese Red Cross agreed with this
decision. They also managed the junior Red Cross, trained school nurses and visiting nurses, and organized open-air schools.
These endeavors were strongly connected to the Japanese policy of managing the health of both civilians and soldiers

(Kenmin Kenpei Seisaku).



