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Cultural and creative capital, and accessibility contribute to high city brand

Jun KANAMITSU

ABSTRACT

This paper explored into structures and generating mechanisms through which city brands have emerged and functioned,
based on a Web survey conducted on 109 Japanese cities/regions. A sociological framework to capture the variations of city
brand elements was proposed and operationalized for the survey. The proposed 21-element model was applied to the national
sample (#=1500).

First, a highly skewed structure in city brand scores was detected: the central Tokyo region and Kyoto are leading the
world of Japanese city brands, followed by Yokohama, Sapporo and Kobe. Second, a factor analysis revealed a positioning
map of city brands: traditional/tourist cities, modern cities, rural cities, suburban cites on each quadrant; and an advanced
geographical/hierarchical cluster analysis mapped a hierarchical 5-tier structure of city brands from the core to the
peripheral on the both ends. Finally, PLS regression analyses of regional capital structures showed that high-scored city
brands are associated with geographical distance/accessibility, cultural capital, tolerance, creative capital, but not with social
capital. Implications for regional/urban policies and planning are drawn from a perspective of creative city marketing and

practices.



