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International Haiku and Season Words II

— A Proposale for a future Argentine Saijiki —

Kayoko IJIRI

Abstract

In this study, I examine the global diffusion of Japanese Haiku and its features in other languages. With
regard to the Spanish Haiku in Argentine, I analyzed the process of acculturation, season words, metrics,
and the change of perspectives. I recently came across a production of various poetic terms connected to
seasons, that is, regional ecology, climate, life, religion, and cultural events with rich meanings. These can
be compiled into a list of words to describe feelings about Nature and people’s lives. In this study, I at-
tempt to take the first step toward compiling an Argentine Saijiki -Haiku Almanac. First, I surveyed how
season words have become essential in the History of Japanese Poetry and confirmed their actual status
in Japanese Modern Haiku. Second, I examined different meanings attributed to season words in contem-
porary studies and in collections of International Haiku. Third, I picked up a few suitable terms for season
words from Argentine Haiku Collections, adding comments and example poems, for entry into the Span-
ish Haiku Almanac. This attempt may help us understand more about the characteristics of Argentine
Haiku and recognize the perspectives of Haiku in foreign languages.

Keywords: History of Japanese Poetry, International Haiku, Argentine, season words, Saijiki
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