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Why we discuss about the “Japanese lifestyle”

Kaori HATAKEYAMA

Abstract

In this paper, I will discuss about how the characteristics of the Japanese lifestyle have been evaluated
in studies of Japanese culture by Chinese researchers. Although many studies of Japanese culture have
been performed by cultured Chinese people who studied in Japan for a long period, naturally, their
studies they have mainly discussed were history, philosophy, society, international politics, and other
aspects related to ethnic sentiments, due to their resentments concerning the unhappy relationship
between the two countries during and after the modern period. In this paper, we recognized such a trend
and then picked up points of view about lifestyles based on more general aspects of human life, to discuss
why and how cultured Chinese people have examined Japanese lifestyle. Regarding “Riben guankui” and
other works of Zuoren Zhou, “Japanese cultural life” by Dafu Yu, and discussions in magazines in the
1930s, we will discuss what kinds of characteristics of Japanese lifestyle were picked up and how the
characteristics were evaluated, criticized, and compared with those of Chinese lifestyle. Furthermore, I
will also refer to the opinions of present-day Chinese researchers on such typical discussions of Japanese
culture from that period.

Keywords: Lifestyle, Zuoren Zhou, “Japanese food, clothing and housing”, Dafu Yu, Yuzhoufeng
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