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The Development of Japanese Red Cross Society (JRCS)
Peacetime Relief Efforts:

The Role Played by Ninagawa Arata

Mai YAMASHITA

Abstract

The aim of this article is to investigate why the JRCS added peacetime relief efforts to its existing pro-
gram of wartime relief efforts after World War I, taking into consideration the relationships between the
Japanese organization and Red Cross Societies elsewhere.

Firstly, World War I served as an opportunity for Red Cross Societies all over the world to clarify
changes in the contents of their relief efforts. More specifically, this was because European and Ameri-
can Red Cross Societies were strongly aware of a need for peacetime relief efforts to protect the lives of
their nations’ citizens, as an addition to wartime relief. Peacetime relief here refers to disease prevention
and health care. Based on the experiences of World War I, the League of Red Cross Societies (LRCS) —
an organization promoting peacetime relief efforts—was founded in 1919, at the initiative of the Ameri-
can Red Cross Society.

Secondly, Ninagawa Arata participated in several international conferences related to the founding of
the LRCS as a representative of JRCS. As an expert in international law, Ninagawa Arata contributed to
the inclusion of humanitarian ideas in the constitution of the League of Nations, and he repeatedly spoke
of these achievements in Japan. However, this article makes clear that the role played by the JRCS in
the establishment of the League of Red Cross Societies was limited, in spite of Ninagawa's claims. The
first reason for this is that there is no question that the LRCS was founded through the political and eco-
nomic power of the American Red Cross Society. The second reason is that one of the major goals of the
founding of the LRCS was to spread knowledge about health promotion and disease prevention, grounded
in the theories of medical science and public sanitation specialists.

In this way, the role of the JRCS in the establishment of the League of Red Cross Societies was lim-
ited. However, the activities of the LRCS did bear fruit in Japan in the post-World War I period, for ex-
ample, through the formation of the Junior Red Cross (JRC). The JRC has trained nurses in charge of
public sanitation, provided healthcare for expectant and nursing mothers as well as infants, and spread
the ideals of the Red Cross.

Keywords: Japanese Red Cross Society (JRCS), peacetime relief, League of Red Cross Societies (LRCS),
Junior Red Cross (JRC), Ninagawa Arata
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