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Outbreaks of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (H5NGS)
in East Asia

Koichi OTSUKI
Hiroki TAKAKUWA
Toshiyo YABUTA

Abstract

Recently, mutation and reassortment of H5N1 highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) virus
have been appearing in China. In the beginning of January 2014, outbreaks of HPAI occurred in
the South Korean domestic-duck industry. Subtype of causative influenza virus was H5NS8
derived from H5NI1 one; that disaster spread to almost whole country; and more than 12 million
poultry reared in South Korea have been culled.

In the middle of April 2014, an outbreak of HPAI occurred in a meat-type-chicken-rearing farm
located in the mountains of Kumamoto prefecture and subtype of the causative agent was also
H5N8. About 0.1 million chickens aged 47-day-old were culled.

Origin of these H5N8 virus seems to be existed in East China.

Keywords : Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, subtype H5N8, South Korea, Japan, China
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