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A Basic Study on Shinno-Imperial Princes and Princesses-
and Miyake-Royal Houses- in Japanese History: with a
focus on the Katsura Royal House in the Edo Period

Masashi WAKAMATSU

Abstract

The study of the Emperor and the Imperial Court in the Edo period is quite active at present.
However, the study of the Sinno-Imperial Princes and Princesses and Monk Princes and Princesses-
has not progressed as much, because not many documents were publically available. With the
Imperial Household Agency having recently made public many documents for viewing, I visited their
Archives Division, Archives and Mausolea Department and researched documents related to the four
royal houses. I copied about 9200 pieces of documents related to the Katsura royal house with a
digital camera, and I worked on republishing them. In addition, I collected some books and resources
concerning the Katsura royal house.

In this paper, I explain an outline of my findings, and supply a table of the documents of the
Katsura royal house. In the future, I plan to edit the chronological history of each Shinno of the
Katsura royal house, research their roles and cultural activities and publish papers related to these

subjects.

Keywords : Imperial Prince, Imperial Princess, Monk Prince, Katsura Royal House, Cultural

Activity



