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Mobile Natives: KSU Students’ Use of Digital Technology

Makimi KANO
Peter GOBEL

Abstract

‘Digital native’ is a term, popularized by Prensky (2001a), for people born in the digital era (after
1980). This term is often contrasted with ‘digital immigrants’, those born prior to the 1980s. In recent
years, this dichotomy has been used to raise awareness of differences in technology usage between these
two groups, and their implications for education. This paper deals with the present generation of
students and their relationship to technology, providing empirical data obtained in a Japanese context.
Using a survey questionnaire, this paper examines 337 KSU students’ use of digital technology
(primarily computer and mobile phone use) in academic and non-academic settings, as well as student
preferences for digital or paper-based learning materials. The results of the study show that students
have a wide access to digital media and ICTs, but are limited in their use of certain kinds of media and
technology. The paper concludes with a discussion of the implications of the survey results for
classrooms and teachers, as well as what this means for the role of computers in self-study contexts and

new methodologies in Japanese higher education.

Keywords : digital natives, digital immigrants, learning preferences, ICT, CMS



