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Excelling US-Led Globalisation through
the Global Multi-Level Projection of Europe and East Asia

Cesar de PRADO YEPES

Introduction

As Professor Brunkhorst explained yesterday, the excesses of the European global projection since the 16"
century have been partially restrained by enlightened ideas. The concept of a sovereign and democratic nation-
states linked by international public law is now supposed to be of global application. Everybody in principle is
entitled to benefit but many exceptions in its application benefit a few while excluding many. Unchecked func-
tional systems spreading an individualistic global culture put many people in great fear and preclude democratic
benefits. Yet, somewhat democratic nation-states are still functioning in the regional spaces of Europe, North
America and, more recently Japan and Southeast Asia. Brunkhorst questions the future of a democratic global
multilevel governance system, for which he claims there is so far very evidence. He argues that what is required
is a strong communicative power of democratic civil society. | argue there is hope from Europe and East Asia to
globally advance in this direction.

The world seems to have entered an era of American unipolarity. Many argue that its state and functional
powers seem to advance and change everyone. Yet, one could also argue that this exceptional historic period is
slowly changing. The Iraq lesson is forcing the new Bush administration to be more humble in its global opera-
tions. Moreover, the Unites States is again forced to listen and rely on allies and partners with democratic aspira-
tions. Much of Europe and several countries in East Asia have improved the lives of their people to give them
hope of greater prosperity and long-lasting peace. Thus, Europe and East Asia can now influence the direction
of world development through the joint enlightened engagement of the United States. For that, both regional
processes need to collaborate to catalyse and engage other dynamic world regional processes, as well as global
multilateral regimes, mainly those centred around the United Nations System. This could happen by connecting

similar paths of knowledge-based innovation, in particular, through public information and education.

The Rise of Europe and East Asia

The reconstruction of Western Europe that began six decades ago led to lasting political, economic and
social governance innovations. European collaboration has advanced by finding innovative compromises among
politicians, academics, and business leaders. But the key challenge for elites is to dispel the scepticism of baffled
electorates by clearly showing that an enlarging and upgrading European Union can better address both their local
and global concerns. Lack of information on Europe is not the issue. On the contrary, europa.eu has quickly

become one of the largest government portals in the world. The problem is to synthesise and deliver useful
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knowledge from it.

A series of measures taken since the early 1990s are trying to create a truly European information society.
Telecommunications have been partially liberalised, research and development, education and employment poli-
cies have become more jointly promoted, and public administrations have become interconnected. In particular,
university systems across Europe are being overhauled. A truly historic process of reform started in the late 1990s
in Paris and Bologna to accomplish a European Higher Education Area by the year 2010. The entire university
systems of more than 40 countries are becoming very compatible as degrees and course credits are homogenised
and mutually recognised. While a limited number of students and academics have enjoyed great mobility in the
past decades, in the future most students should benefit from the convergence of content. Much more needs to be
done to reach the broader public that still passively rely on traditional mass media, but public television channels
like the BBC, or the new CNN a la francaise can address this problem.

Meanwhile, regional collaboration in East (or Pacific) Asia is globally less conspicuous as it lacks the type
of permanent institutions found in Europe. Yet, recent developments in East Asia promise to lead to an innovative
model of converging economic and, perhaps, social development that bridge over the region’s great geographical,
demographical, cultural and historical diversities.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations has slowly evolved since 1967 due to the ‘ASEAN way’ of non-
interference, consensus driven intergovernmental process. Yet, current global challenges have pushed its mem-
bers to come closer together. An Eminent Persons Group has recently began drafting a legally binding ASEAN
Charter to be finalised by the end of 2007, when ASEAN members meet in Singapore to celebrate the fortieth
anniversary of the association. Meanwhile, limited economic synergies in Southeast Asia are being overcome as
ASEAN is successfully reaching since the late 1990s to the 3 countries of Northeast Asia. That is, Japan and
South Korea, countries again confident that their guided reforms will eventually solve their transition to moder-
nity, and a still peacefully rising China that has decided to take up the challenge of US-led globalisation. The
ASEAN+3 has become an effective intergovernmental process where politicians and bureaucrats discuss all kinds
of development issues and increasingly agree to cooperate to address common concerns in economic, political,
and even social realms. A web of trade agreements is being rationalised and complemented by investment, finan-
cial, and monetary cooperation linkages. To help consolidate political and economic cooperation in the ASEAN+3
countries a common virtual secretariat is in the process of being created with European help.

Mutual economic interdependence inevitable grows with intergovernmental agreements. But as in the case
of Europe, the key short-term challenge in East Asia is to reach to the general people and convince them that
having an additional, but open and innovative, regional layer of governance can ease their local and global con-
cerns. There are already some seeds planted to tackle this challenge.

Government leaders warmly endorsed in November 2002 the 26 recommendations of the East Asia Study
Group, which relied on the earlier work of the 26 intellectuals of the East Asia Vision Group proposed by the
South Korean government. Their joint goal is to promote more political and business interactions while enhanc-

ing knowledge dissemination, all steered by networks of think-tanks while more permanent but lean and effective
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institutions are constructed. Based on the recommendations of the East Asia Vision and Study Groups to promote
regional education and identity, Japan has coordinated an “ASEAN+3 study group on facilitation and promotion
of exchange of people and human resource development” whose final report, endorsed by the leaders in the
October 2003 summit, presented 14 recommendations on economic, educational and social/cultural sectors.

The educational recommendations to transform and link national university include the promotion of life-
long learning programs, the establishment of credit transfer systems scholarships and exchange programs for
students, faculty and staff, cooperation in research and development, the creation of physical and virtual ‘centres
of excellence’, and the creation of curricular development as bases for common regional qualification standards
among interested institutions.

Meanwhile, widespread converging info-communication technologies will facilitate knowledge dissemina-
tion among the East Asian countries. The first conference on the Ministers of Information and Broadcasting in the
Asia-Pacific Region that met in May 2003 in Bangkok, recognised that “media professionals can play an impor-
tant role in informing, educating and entertaining the public, fostering peace and mutual respect”. And some intel-
lectuals in the second East Asia Congress, held in June 2004 in Kuala Lumpur and focusing on educational excel-
lence and regional media, agreed that Asians are not shy to talk among themselves and to the world if they can

use a comfortable language. Yet, the challenge remains of presenting more analytical content.

Connecting Knowledge between Europe and East Asia

The innovations of European and East Asian regional processes to disseminate knowledge and engage more
people may further excel by connecting their similar information and education paths, first among themselves,
and then through inter-regional and multilateral platforms.

A superb mechanism for joint development is the multi-pillar and flexible Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)
process that held its first summit in 1996. In the past 10 years ASEM political and intellectual elites from Europe
and ASEAN+3 have become much more aware of each other’s realities and advanced cooperation in all geo-
graphical formats. ASEAN countries usually see ASEM as a way to maintain cohesiveness and a privileged
relation with the European Union, as well as with Northeast Asia. (ASEM catalysed the ASEAN+3 process that
did not earlier take off within the APEC process). And Northeast Asian relations with Europe as a whole have
also improved dramatically.

ASEM may reach to the many people that in Europe and Asia are still unaware of each other through more
common info-communications infrastructure links that help sustain the slow but continuous growth of multi-
media. More importantly, to transform information into civilised knowledge, ASEM governments are exploring
much greater synergies in the education field. In particular, | have been advancing the idea of creating a public
news service that would distribute to existing media, and even broadcast on its own, public information presented
through dynamic maps, like TV weather forecasts, with zooming capabilities and other visual tools that facilitate
recognising the joint contribution of ASEM partners to the world. Public access to information on most suprana-

tional issues in the new age of databases and search engines is no longer a technical problem. Public dissemina-
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tion of synthetic maps with interconnected graphs has become very affordable through new geographic informa-
tion software. Synthesising and delivering such broad knowledge on ASEM activities and other relevant Euro-

pean Union—East Asia issues, could easily be done by a mix of think-tanks, media and academic experts.

ASEM’s Leadership in World Regionalism

As ASEM partners successfully connect their info-communication and education innovations other countries
would easily link and enhance their own multi-level development paths. ASEM can catalyse dynamic world
regionalism through the growing set of flexible inter-regional dialogue and cooperation mechanisms that both
Europe and East Asia have with other developing parts of the world.

The external projection of the European Union has long promoted world regionalism through interregional-
ism, first in trade matters, and later in broader political and social issues. More recently, ASEAN+3 countries
have jointly began to promote their visions in the world in concentric circles. An independent East Asia Summit
has been launched in Kuala Lumpur last December to discuss strategic issues of common concern with other key
Dialogue Partners that have signed ASEAN’s treaty of peace and amity. For the first East Asian Summit, Austra-
lia, New Zealand, and India attended, and in future Summits other partners like Russia may be welcomed if they
accept ASEAN+3 terms. But on the wake of ASEM a common foreign policy identity seems to be emerging in
East Asia especially as it regards other world regions. As in the early phases of European political cooperation in
foreign policy, East Asian countries now engage in information exchange, consultation, homogenisation of views,
and even some concerted diplomacy before meeting counterparts in Europe, Latin America and, increasingly,
other parts of Asia and Africa.

What is particularly promising is that most of Europe’s and East Asia’s interregional processes seek to pro-
mote economic and social development through knowledge acquisition. Thus, Europe-East Asia coordination of
their own inter-regional processes would entice other world regions to innovate and successfully participate and

shape global developments issues.

Towards Effective, Democratic Multilateralism

As ASEM partners successfully connect their innovations, and through converging interregionalism broadly
catalyse innovative regionalism around the world, they would also have a unique chance to effectively reform in
a multi-level fashion multilateral organisations and processes, starting with those dealing with broad-based infor-
mation, communication and education.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), with the backing of
Europe and under the current leadership of a Japanese ambassador has convinced the U.S. to rejoin after a two-
decade hiatus. Among its many knowledge related activities, UNESCO is reviewing its Regional Conventions on
the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees to make them much more effective. In the new world region-
alism, UNESCO could encourage advancing the vision of a global, multi-level, multi-media life-long university

specialising in sound education based on science, crafts and arts, by connecting governments, universities and the
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media through innovative combinations of rapidly growing technologies.

Europe and East Asia cannot disengage from the world being advanced by the United States. But both
regional processes have the opportunity to help each other and help the rest of the world in a more enlightened
and democratic way. In other words, the global comparative advantage of both Western Europe and East Asia
rests not in military might, but in incremental regional peace and development through the rapid acquisition and
wise use of knowledge by more people. Securing a fluid multi-level governance system in which regional proc-
esses in constant adaptation would not lead to detrimental multipolarity, but it would open more channels of dem-

ocratic innovation to seek optimal solutions at the right level.
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