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A Religious Nation

— America’s View of Europe —

Hiroaki HAZU

What is America? This question has become an urgent issue for both Japan and Europe in the light of
America’s status as the sole superpower in today’s world. What is clear in many forums discussing this issue is
the minimal attention given to the religious character of America as a nation. This tendency to ignore the religious
dimension of American nationhood is especially true in Japan where monotheism is an alien experience. In
Europe, where the separation of the church and state is taken for granted, the same tendency of viewing America
in secular terms predominates.

In America, the Left Behind book series, which is an apocalyptic series of novels based on the bible has sold
over 60,000,000 copies, an incredible bestseller. The significance of this phenomenon reflecting the religious
nature of America is hardly mentioned in Japan. Hence, | am taking this opportunity to discuss this topic hoping
to contribute to the understanding of American unilateralism in relation to Europe and to the rest of the world.
(It should be noted that in Italy, Federico Rampini wrote an article about this book series, devoting one page in
the April 7, 2004 issue of Repubblica Newspaper.)

Politically, the “Left Behind” series carries enormous significance. This series of novels contains the core of
the ideas of the politically influential religious right in America.

As is widely known, the religious right is a strong base of support for the Bush Administration. However, the
portrayal in the mainstream media of this group centers on their conservative values advocating moral revival in
America and opposing same-sex marriage and abortion. Even non-Americans who may or may not agree with
them can understand the religious right’s standpoint on these domestic issues. Still, people outside of this group
can’t help but notice the strange nature of this cult-like organization. The core of the beliefs of the religious right
and the majority of the fundamentalist Christians is similar to that of a religious cult. Furthermore, the “Left
Behind” series of novels spells out concretely in simple terms, to a great number of political supporters of the
Bush administration how to deal with the world.

The first of this series came out in 1995 and the 12-book series was completed two years ago. On average
each book sold 5,000,000 copies, making it the biggest best- selling novels in America, in recent memory. Videos
have been produced about these novels and their popularity has become a social phenomenon in America. But it
has been rare for mainstream media like the New York Times to mention the phenomenon although every volume
of the series was on the top of its bestseller list continuously for a number of years from the start of its publica-
tion. For journalists, this is beyond their understanding and | think, they even hesitate to refer to these books as

they seem to emerge from a cult-culture. However, they have had a big impact on the masses from the very start.
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The original author of this series is Tim Lahaye. He was one of the founders of the first religious right move-
ment in America called “The Moral Majority” in 1979. Tim LaHaye, a fundamentalist Christian minister gave his
full support for Ronald Reagan. Based on the ideas of this movement, Jerry Jenkins penned the main themes of
the Left Behind book series which are as follows.

One day, in the near future, one part of humanity will suddenly disappear all over the world. Those who will
disappear will vanish in a strange way, only their clothes will remain, their bodies will rapture. This part of
humanity will be those true believers who believe in the word for word description of the bible, the fundamental-
ist Christians.

Later, the “left behind” heroes in the story are trapped in a world that falls into chaos. Meanwhile, the repre-
sentative of Satan, the United Nations Secretary General Nicolae Carpathia will continue to talk about disarma-
ment, multilateralism and aid for the Third World, even as he advances a conspiracy to lead the world.

In the continuing volumes, billions of people are killed in the seven-year war (Great Tribulation) and the
anti-Christ Carpathia seizes power. The true believers continue to wage a guerilla war and will resist the anti-
Christ. Finally, those who disappeared in the first volume will appear along with Christ in the Second Coming,
the Christians will prevail, the bullets fired at them by evil forces will bounce back and not hit them. In the end,
the military force of the devil is defeated. This belief in the bullets bouncing back, not hitting the bodies of the
fighters dates back to the Boxers in 19" century China and is also shared by an armed cult group in Uganda called
“The Resistance Army of God”. The fact that the fundamentalist Christians believe in these stories, which seem
like Science Fiction for non-fundamentalists, demonstrates the cult-like nature of their group.

The fundamentalist Christians believe in the ideas which form part of the themes of the “Left Behind” series
of novels. The core of these ideas covers specific themes: End of the World/End Times, Armageddon, Anti-Christ,
The Second Coming of Christ and Rapture.

These abovementioned themes are based on the theory of premillennialism propagated by John Nelson
Darby, a 19" century priest from Ireland. In Britain, this theory never gained much popularity, but in America it
became quite widespread. Darby advocated that biblical history could be marked in seven stages called dispensa-
tion. This way of uniquely marking off biblical history in seven stages is called “Dispensationalism”. His thoughts
are based on biblical passages such as the Revelation according to John which prophesizes that soon, the final
battle between good and evil will take place, in which God’s army will win, after which, the Second Coming of
Christ will happen. Thus, the 1,000 years of Christ-rule begins and the true believers will reign the world with
Christ.

The gist of Darby’s theory embodies the idea of the “Rapture” in which the true believers are lifted up to
heaven just before the end of the final battle. Rapture is the keyword of fundamentalist Christians. In the New
Testament (I Thessalonians 4: 16-18), the following passage is written: “For the Lord Himself will come down
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we which are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air ... And so, we will be with the Lord forever”. Darby interpreted this pas-
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sage to mean that those who are faithful to Christ, the true believers will be safe and protected by the side of
Christ while the majority of mankind will perish in the battle of annihilation (Armageddon). These true believers
in Christ will survive, they will also be given power to rule the land at the end of the battle. These true believers
are guided by the Holy Spirit, they are born again, they believe every word written in the bible as truth, in other
words, they are the fundamentalist Christians.

For the fundamentalist Christians, Darby’s doctrine is appealing and there are many of them who have long
been awaiting for Armageddon to come. During the first half of Reagan’s presidency, the fundamentalist Chris-
tians strongly supported him with the expectation that he was preparing for the Armageddon, but when he agreed
with Gorbachev on the issue of arms reduction, they opposed him because they did not want Armageddon to be
delayed. They strongly believe in the certainty of Armageddon.

For most Japanese and probably for most Europeans, this doctrine is childish, but in America, many people
believe in it.

In a survey conducted by Newsweek, 17% of Americans responded that they believe the end of the world
will happen in their lifetime. “End Times” as previously described is one keyword of premillenialism theory.
According to the survey by Princeton Research Center for Religious Studies, 31% of Americans believe that
every word and verse written in the bible is true and is inspired by the Holy Spirit. Those who believe that bibli-
cal prophecies should be applied to politics are called fundamentalist Christians. There are countless “born again”
Christians around the fundamentalist Christians. Born again Christians are those who have rediscovered their
faith and have started to feel Jesus’ existence in their lives (they have been born again). Those who have experi-
enced being “born again” are generally called evangelical Christians. They comprise 42% of Americans. Presi-
dent Bush himself was born again at the age of 40, Jesus opened his eyes and cured him of alcoholism. He talks
about this experience as an evangelical Christian.

80% of the evangelical Christians are conservative. Because of their tendency to take every word written in
the bible literally, they are the biggest pool of Christian Fundamentalism in the U.S. They support the Bush
administration with unbending loyalty. According to LaHaye, 85% of the evangelical Christians hold the same
view of the world as himself. This may sound like an exaggeration, but judging from the popularity of the best-
selling “Left Behind” book series, it is beyond doubt that the number of Americans who believe in the doctrine
espoused by these books has increased.

Premillenialism is basically a doctrine of the Protestants, but conservative Catholics and Jews are generally
referred to as the religious right.

It is interesting to point out that the representative of Satan in the “Left Behind” series is the secretary gen-
eral of the United Nations. Colorado Mountain College Professor Amy Johnson Frykholm wrote a book, “Rapture
Culture”, in which she views the unilateralism of the Bush Administration as a consistent response to the wishes
of the fundamentalist Christians. The fundamentalist Christians think of America as a nation of God and they are
suspicious of world peace, disarmament, treaties and cooperation with other countries. “(When President Bush)

insists on the need for the United States to stand alone ... and to set its own agenda, he strikes a chord with mil-
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lions of dispensationalist believers who fear that joining with other nations sets a path toward the antichrist”, she
writes.

Bush supports the constitutional amendment making marriage for men and women only, and teaching the
theory of creation at schools and continually opposes abortion and stem-cell research. Fundamentalist Christians
believe that same sex marriage is prohibited by the bible and that a fertilized egg is given by God and should be
protected. They also believe literally in Genesis which describes the universe and living things as the creation of
God. Bush administration’s policies along these lines are totally supported by the fundamentalist Christians. The
mainstream media’s coverage of the fundamentalist Christians’ influence on national policies is limited to these
issues. However, the fundamentalist Christians also applauded the Bush administration’s disregard for the United
Nations and America’s first confrontational relationship with Europe including France. In his 2003 State of the
Union Address, having decided to go to war in Iraq, he mentioned at the end of his speech *“a divine historic call
has come now and has come down to the right country.” He said “we are guided by God”. This was clearly a
religious message and the fundamentalist Christians must have felt Bush was representing them.

In America, it used to be that the main (you can also say traditional) Protestant Churches took the teachings
of the bible as symbolic rather than literal and advanced Theology based on freedom of interpretation. In the civil
rights movement from the 1960s through the 1970s, the churches supported the blacks in their struggle for civil
rights (social justice). The churches were drawn to support the liberal agenda of the government. This was the
beginning of the involvement of churches in politics. However, over the years, the influence of the main line
(traditional) churches waned, whereas the fundamentalist Christian agenda rapidly spread.

In 1987, there were a string of sex scandals involving well-known right-wing televangelists who lost their
prestige. Reverend Jerry Falwell, the leading televangelist decided to stay away from politics and, as a matter of
fact, he disbanded the Moral Majority. In 1989, the Christian Coalition came into existence which, compared to
the Moral Majority, its Christian fundamentalism is milder. It advocated policies from ethical issues to opposition
to health insurance, to economic policies like tax cuts, it took on a conservative posture. It has two million mem-
bers and, now, they influence 30 million Americans. It is the biggest religious right organization in the U.S. and
many state organizations of the Republican party are dominated by the member of this Coalition.

However, rather than viewing religious fundamentalism weakening due to the dispersal of the Moral Major-
ity, it is better to regard the Christian Coalition as a tactic to infiltrate society. The founder of Christian Coalition,
TV evangelist Pat Robertson, ran for candidacy in the presidential primaries of the Republican party in 1988 and
fought a good fight. In 1982, this evangelist predicted that Armageddon would occur in the autumn of the same
year, and the last judgment would descend on the Soviet Union. He also said at that time “l am not worried
because | will be raptured before the final war”. Clearly, he believed in the Rapture. Although he got himself into
trouble by declaring after the 9-11 terrorist attack, “God punished Americans because of their decadence”, it is
clear that the founder of Christian Coalition is a staunch fundamentalist Christian and thus, his organization is not
so different from the Moral Majority.

In his writings (The New World Order), Pat Robertson criticizes Jimmy Carter and George Bush (father of
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the current president) for supporting the United Nations saying they have unwittingly become the instruments of
Satan. Regarding the liberal intellectuals, he warns that once the rule of the power of truth, which is the rule of
Christ through the fundamentalist Christians starts, they will see their own irrelevance and will not place value on
the existence of the United Nations. Clearly, Robertson views the UN as an agent of Satan.

Moreover, the fundamentalist theorist Gary North blamed the liberal group for harping at the strangeness of
Theocracy which is based on the bible. Throughout history, Politics and Theology have been at war and the fight
of the liberal group against Theocracy has been ceaseless and unrelenting, he argues. They wish for a society that
is governed by Satan. Another fundamentalist Christian scholar, Lester Sumrall called upon human beings to fight
against the evil spirit which released the power of the devil to spread violence and deprive the Earth of peace. In
the minds of the Christian fundamentalists, evil spirit is manifested domestically in the legalization of abortion,
the expansion of the rights to same-sex marriage, absolute equality between men and women and internationally,
it is embodied in Iraqg, Iran, which are labeled by Bush as part of the Axis of Evil, the anti-Israel radical group
Hamas and in the godless countries in Europe which opposed America such as France and Germany.

Finally, I would like to think how the fundamentalist Christians view Europe.

The author of Left Behind series, Lahaye has formed an organization of the readers called Left Behind
Prophecy Club. Everyday, an e-mail newsletter is sent to the members. The content of these e-mail newsletters
merits profound interest. In addition, the founder of the Moral Majority, Jerry Falwell, has nominated LaHaye as
the chairman of a new organization “Faith and Values” which is a Moral Majority for the 21* century.

For instance in the February 1, 2006 newsletter entitled “Interpreting the signs”, LaHaye wrote that until the
anti-Christ appears on Earth, there will be no enduring peace in the Middle East. He referred to an old testament
biblical passage, Daniel 9:27 and wrote “when the last ruler of the land enters into a covenant with Israel, the
seven-year great tribulation will commence”, this is the Christian fundamentalist interpretation of the biblical pas-
sage. According to them, the anti-Christ will be praised for realizing peace in the Middle East and finally will
come to profess himself God. The collapse of Saddam Hussein’s regime is also interpreted as a sign that Babylon
will be revived and from there an anti-Christ will emerge. The reason for this interpretation is the prophecy in the
Revelation according to John, “Babylon will be the center of decadence” at the end of the world. The fundamen-
talist Christians think that the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, protagonist in the Middle Peace
Process, and the sudden illness of Prime Minister Sharon, who decided to evacuate Jewish settlers from Gaza, are
both caused by their efforts to build peace in the Middle East. Palestine must be unstable until the appearance of
the anti-Christ.

Now, who is going to be the anti-Christ? According to the fundamentalist Christians, he will be a European.
In this sense, the expansion of the EU, integration of Europe and the signing of the EU constitution are serious
developments for the fundamentalists. In every newsletter, Mark Hitchcock, a Christian fundamentalist minister
offers his original interpretation of the current events. He reminds the readers that the Campidoglio Hill in Rome
is the site of the signing of the EU constitution in October 2004 and the Treaty of Rome in 1957 leading to the

formation of EEC. He points out that Campidoglio was the center of heathenism in the Roman Empire. The pagan
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Roman Empire persecuted the Christians cruelly and the fundamentalists give special importance to the symbolic
description in the Revelation according to John. Towards the end of the First Century, during Domitian’s rule,
when John wrote the Revelation, the evil empire, Campidoglio Hill in Rome was the center of paganism. Hitch-
cock portrays the rapid integration of the EU as consistent with the biblical prediction, saying, it is “the prelude to
the reunited Roman Empire prophesied by Daniel over 2,500 years ago. What we have seen developing in Europe
the last 45 years looks strikingly similar to what the Bible predicts for the end times”. For Hitchcock, the problem
now is when will the EU shift into a group rule organization of “ten kings” which the book of Revelation predicts
and when will the organization finally invest the authority to rule in just one person towards the end times. This
new ruler will be the anti-Christ and the Roman empire will assume a new form. In time, the empire will rule the
world. This will trigger the Second Coming of Christ and Armageddon, which the Fundamentalists have long
been expecting to come.

Furthermore, he thinks it was not coincidental that UN Secretary General Annan was present at the signing
ceremony for the new constitution and he praised the event as a big milestone in the history of the EU. It is need-
less to elaborate the meaning of the UN, a Satanic organization endorsing the revival of the evil Roman empire.

In the August newsletter last year, Hitchock wrote about Iran and took up the “Axis of Evil” (Irag, Iran and
North Korea) which President Bush mentioned in his State-of-the-Union adress in 2002. He called the readers’
attention to the nuclear development program of Iran and the mediation maneuvers of the EU. He said that Iran
(Persia), as predicted in Ezekiel of the old testament, will play a big role in the end times. According to Ezekiel
38:5, Persia, Cush and Kut will be Satan’s instruments and will be with Gog’s army in the land of Magog, all with
shields and helmets. Considering the important role of the EU as Iran’s negotiation partner, and the significance
of the revival of the Roman Empire at the end times, it is clear that the end of the world is near. It should not be
forgotten that the Fundamentalists view Europe as a Roman Empire in the era of paganism.

Let me mention the neo-conservatives who have been influential in the foreign policy of the Bush adminis-
tration. For example, Robert Kagan, a typical spokesperson for neoconservatives, declared before the Iraq war
that the weakness of Europe is manifested in the importance it places on international law,saying, “When the
European great powers were strong, they believed in strength and martial glory. Now they see the world through
the eyes of weaker powers(‘Of Paradise and Power’, p. 10)”. He even said It is time to stop pretending that
Europeans and Americans share a common view of the world, or even that they occupy the same world” (ibid.,
p. 4). After President Chirac expressed his opposition to the Iraq war with the veto power of France in the Secu-
rity Council, Richard Pearl, the former chairman of the National Defense Advisory Committee declared “France
is no longer an ally of the U.S. and must be deterred”. Having said so, he meant that France must be treated like
the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

It can be said that America’s religious view of Europe equating it to an evil empire is reflected in the secular
terms in the Neoconservative advocacy which is hostile to weak Europe.

The fundamentalist’s view of Europe did not appear out of nowhere. It is not that different from the histori-

cal perspective with which America has viewed Europe. Traditionally, Americans view the old Europe as deca-
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dent in comparison to the new continent which is blessed by God. Thus, Americans have come to view Europe in
a suspicious way.

We often look to the Founding Fathers like Washington and Jefferson who were secular leaders in defining
the American soul. And we tend to forget the other actors in the creation of America, the Puritan Pilgrim Fathers
who came on the May Flower. This is the source of the Fundamentalists’ belief that America is a religious (or
God’s) nation. Without taking it into account, we cannot explain the fact that one in three Americans believes in
the literal words of the bible. If we think of the American consciousness hinging on the belief that their country is
blessed by God in comparison to decadent Europe, then, it is clear that the unique religious quality of America as
a nation presupposes the importance of religion in politics as well.

If the attitude of the U.S. towards Europe is intrinsic in its national character, then, we cannot expect radical
changes to American foreign policy even after the demise of the Bush administration. At best, we can only expect
some adjustments to it. Tzvetan Todorov says in his recent book “Le Nouveau Desordre Mondial” that the Euro-
pean Union must quit depending on the US militarily and rearm itself to become a “quiet great power” to promote
global pluralism. I am not arguing whether the Todorov’s option is wise or not, but what rather concerns me here,
is for Japan to understand the real nature of the U.S. as a nation. Japan must forge a rational relationship with the

U.S. and if necessary, help contain it quietly along with Asia and Europe, rearmed or not.



